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CONFIDENTIAL PANAMA 1305 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PN UNSC UN 

SUBJECT: U. N. SECURITY COUNCIL IN PANAMA - GOP PREPARATIONS 
REF: PANAMA A-44 OF FEB 21, 1973 

SUMMARY: GOP HAS PHYSICAL PREPARATIONS FOR CONFERENCE 
UNDER CONTROL. BLATANT PROPAGANDA DOMINATES AREA NEAR 
MEETING SITE, BUT NO EVIDENCE OF IT ELSEWHERE. NO 
SIGNS OF ANY PUBLIC GATHERINGS IN CONNECTION WITH 
MEETING. END SUMMARY. 

1. ON EVE OF ARRIVAL OF UNSC DELEGATIONS, GOP HAS 
COMPLETED VIRTUALLY ALL WORK ON PHYSICAL PREPARATIONS 
FOR COUNCIL MEETING. ON MONDAY, MARCH 12, LT. COL. 

MANUEL NORIEGA LOWERED THE PANAMANIAN FLAG IN FRONT 
OF THE LEGISLATIVE PALACE AND COL. HAROLD TRIBLE, 

UN SECURITY CHIEF, HOISTED THE UN FLAG IN ITS PLACE. 

ACCORDING TO THE PANAMANIAN MEDIA " WITH THE CHANGE OF 
FLAG, THE LEGISLATIVE PALACE BECAME UN TERRITORY FOR THE 
DURATION OF THE MEETING.” WHILE MISCELLANEOUS WORK GOES ON 
INSIDE THE MEETING HALL, MAJOR FACILITIES ARE IN PLACE AS ARE 
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SOME 75 PLAIN CLOTHES NATIONAL GUARD REPRESENTATIVES IN THE 
IMMEDIATE AREA. NATIONAL GUARDSMEN ON HORSEBACK PATROL THE AREA 
IN BACK OF THE MEETING HALL, INCLUDING SHALER TRIANGLE UNDER 
U. S. IURISDICTION. A PRIVATE PANAMANIAN HELICOPTER APPARENTLY 
CHARTERED BY NEWSMAN ALSO LANDED IN THIS AREA UNDER U. S. 
JURISDICTION MORNING OF MARCH 13. 

2. LIKEWISE, ACCESS TO THE HOTEL PANAMA IS NOW CONTROLLED 
WHILE IT AND OTHER MAJOR HOTELS IN PANAMA CITY HAVE BECOME 
CENTERS FOR UNSC ACTIVITY. 

3. PANAMANIAN PROPAGANDA SO FAR REMAINS CLOSELY DIRECTED. 

MASSIVE BILLBOARDS OVER THREE STORIES HIGH ACROSS THE STREET 
FROM THE MEETING HALL AND AROUND THE CORNER FROM IT PROCLAIM 
TORRIJOS' MESSAGES IN SPANISH, ENGLISH, FRENCH, RUSSIAN AND 
CHINESE. ONE MESSAGE REPEATS TORRIJOS' OFT QUOTED PHRASE FROM 
HIS MAY 1, 1971 SPEECH: " YOU MAY REST ASSURED THAT IN OUR 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE U. S. YOU WILL ALWAYS FIND US ON OUR FEET 
AND NEVER ON OUR KNEES, NEVER." THE OTHER SIGN READS: " LET 
THE AMBASSADORS OF THE FRIENDLY REPUBLICS AND MEMBERS OF THE 
FOREIGN PRESS HERE PRESENT ANSWER: " WHAT NATION OF THE WORLD 
CAN ACCEPT THE HUMILIATION OF A FOREIGN FLAG PIERCING ITS OWN 
HEART." OTHER SMALLER SIGNS NEAR THE AREA ALSO QUOTE TORRIJOS 1 
PHRASES ON THE CANAL QUESTION. ASIDE FROM THESE, THERE 

IS NO OFFICIAL OR PRIVATE PANAMANIAN PROPAGANDA DISPLAYED 
ANYWHERE IN THE CITY. DISPLAYS OF THIS TYPE ARE QUITE COMMON 
IN PANAMA. 

4. DECLARATIONS OF SUPPORT FROM SECTORAL GROUPS CONTINUE 
TO RECEIVE PROMINENT COVERAGE IN THE LOCAL MEDIA AND 

WE CONTINUE TO EXPECT THAT WITH THE ARRIVAL OF THE 
DELEGATIONS, THE MEDIA WILL BE FILLED WITH SUCH 
DECLARATIONS. 

5. THE UNIVERSITY OF PANAMA, NOW IN ITS SUMMER SESSION, 

IS QUIET WITH NO VISIBLE SIGNS OF ANY PREPARATION FOR 
PARTICIPATION IN ANY ASPECT OF THE UNSC MEETING. 

A ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION ON THE MEETING HELD MARCH 12 
HAS BEEN THE ONLY RELATED ACTIVITY HELD THERE. THE 
GOP DID UTILIZE A CORNER OF THE UNIVERSITY TO PAINT 
THE LARGE BILLBOARDS LATER ERECTED NEAR THE COUNCIL’ S 
MEETING HALL. THERE ARE NO PUBLIC INDICATIONS OF ADVANCE PROMOTION 
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OF ANY MASS ACTIVITY ANYWEHERE IN THE CITY DURING THE UNSC. 
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GIVEN THE SURFACE APATHY OF THE PANAMANIAN PEOPLE, SUCH ADVANCE 
PREPARATION WOULD BE ESSENTIAL TO CARRYING OUT ANY MASS ACTIVITY. 
SAYRE 
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